[Antagonistic action of corynebacteria and bacilli of a skin ecotype on staphylococci].
582 strain of corynebacteria and 235 cultures of bacilli isolated from the skin surface of mammary glands of 120 nursing women were studied for their antagonistic action on staphylococci. It is established that bacilli, especially Bacillus subtilis, B. firmus and B. alvei exert more pronounced inhibitory effect on staphylococci. Representatives of the family Corynebacteriaceae possess a weak antagonistic action both on coagulase-positive and on coagulase-negative species. The ability of coryneform bacteria to retain the colonization resistance is supposed to be due to other factors. Antagonistic properties of B. subtilis are shown expedient to be used for elimination of hospital strains of Staphylococcus aureus from the skin of mammary glands.